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How would you like to express your feeling and opinions

for International Day of Forest as an Indigenous Peoples?
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Forest and Indigenous Peoples could not be separable.
Indigenous Peoples are totally dependent on Forest
Resources and their livelihood also totally relying on it.
Indigenous Peoples would have more efficient Rights
based chances and opportunities through celebrating
International Forest Day. Indigenous Peoples would

be able to effectively state sustainable natural resource
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sharing practices and governance system especially forest
resource management to carry out more approachable

advocacy to the Government.
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What kind of challenges and difficulties for Indigenous

Peoples in Safeguarding the forest area?
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We, Indigenous Peoples, have been safeguarding
our forest by ourselves for many years. We have
systematic Natural Resource and Forest Management.

However, Indigenous Peoples’ villages which is some

are not yet registered in Ministry of National Affairs

are inside Protected Forest Area and Reserved Forest
Area established by the Government and also there
are rules, guidelines and procedures of International
Treaties signed by Myanmar Government somehow
effect the livelihood of Indigenous Peoples especially
in their social and livelihood status. Moreover, these
situations also cause conflict between communities and
local authorities and there is no Free Prior Informed
Consent. I would like to say the absence of Systematic
FPIC Mechanism would be the original reason to
cause clashes and conflicts between local authority and
community peoples. Therefore, these problems become
barriers for Indigenous Peoples’ Customary Practices of

safeguarding forest territories.
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What kind of methods should Indigenous Peoples use to

keep conserving Forest?
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We have Customary Land Tenure and it includes

managing forest, land and water resources. We also have
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traditional 3 Dimensional Land Mapping as well as we
have different land classification and we have different
rules and guidelines for land use in each respective
villages. We explain our customary land tenure, rules,
guidelines and sustainable management system for
natural resources when meeting with local Government
and those advocacy become as tools for Rights based
protection when outside investment projects arrive to our
community. We had many experiences about minimizing
their projects implementation through proper meeting
and discussion. Thus, Indigenous Peoples should keep
conserving forest with their customary practices while

advocating their ancestral customs to Government as

well as other outside organization.
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What would you like to say for your final suggestion

o]

and advices for Indigenous Peoples in Myanmar to

conserve sustainable forest management?
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As for Indigenous Peoples, who are dependent on forest,
need to clearly state and declare our customary practices
as our ancestral customary practices are passed from
generation to generation only through orally. However,
nowadays, there is changes in policies and laws and we
need to strongly declare our customary practices because
of political reasons or geographical reasons and then we
would need proper systematic data collection to have
effective Indigenous Peoples’ Rights Protections Laws
like Customary Law, Indigenous Peoples in Myanmar
need to have more collaboration and unity to work
together. Therefore, I would like to urge Indigenous
Peoples to cooperate with unity to enjoy our natural
ancestral customary practices for sustainable forest

resources and products.
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Femy Pinto, the Executive Director of NTFP EP Asia,
explained that this is the modified CSO Forum for 2020
which is the 9th CSO Forum. It is the most critical meeting
since it is leading to the end of the core support for the
CSO Forum and the take off point for the future of the CSO
Forum. Many Representatives from Different CSO from

Different South East Asia Countries joined the meeting.

The general objectives of the Forum is to share the key
messages from the experiences on the ground related to
social forestry which is a broad concept of engagement
and involvement of local and indigenous communities on
matters related to forestry management which includes
tenure rights, the issues needed to be overcome through
collaboration between the CSOs, the government, and the
concessions. The detail objectives of The two days meeting
are to reflect, assess and plan the succeeding steps/action
of the CSO Forum beyond 2020 which aims to

e Assess and analyze the impact of CSO Forum work
on governance, forest tenure and access rights,
safeguards, and community economy and livelihood

at the country and regional level

e Develop a theory of change of the Forum for future
partnerships, collaboration and resource mobilization

and overall sustainability of the network

e Plan and formulate an intervention strategy for a
meaningful representation in the ASFCC closing

event.

Situational Analysis of Social Forestry in ASEAN

The empowerment of the Community to the
Government for the tenure rights is needed.

Exceptional Tax for NTFP has to be endorsed by CSO,
to TWG-FR.

There is a lack of marketing system.
Establishing Forest park in community territories.

Resources allocation and sharing is essential for the
livelihood.

Technically adaptation to the climate change for the
Market of agriculture product.

Contract farming

To increase Product capacity and offer alternative job
as well as activities.

Accessible to the Market is fundamental.

There is less support of private sector for CF/SF
commodities and products.

Business vs subsistence

To Support in building partnership with communities:
insurance, taxation

There is no participation and promoting green
products by CSO because of lacking the concept.

Smallholder business have to be shut down since legal
timber trade are promoted.

Social forestry program running slow to recognize the
area that communities manage.

To have linkages between community producers and
markets.

To keep supporting for programs which is trying to
eradicate poverty of the community.

To support local and community product as well as
promoting and marketing for it.

To initiate Ecotourism promotional activities in Social
Forestry area.




Governance

To be Cooperative and collaborative

To possess of the reality of networking

Community people can manage their forest and land by
their own way

Token participation

Ineffective participation or unreached voice of community
for the policy

Enough capacity building for the knowledge transfer and
funding transfer

New law and policy is opportunity for CSO for example,
National land use policy, BCPA law, Forest law, REDD+,
etc

Forest management system already in place but lack of
exercising in CAM

Lack of coordination or differing agendas of ministries
reduces effectiveness of social forestry on the ground
Best practices in forest governance are to be raised with
awareness

Exchange visit is crucially important for CSO

From the social forestry, practices will be integrated

within the province level

Tenure and Access Rights

There are misunderstanding from government and private
sector (eg. National Park announcement)

SDG have not fully implemented

Special Economic Zone, One belt become serious issues
for this topics.

There has to be involvement of private sector to manage
CF/SF together with community “forestry partnership”
There is Unbalanced land allocation in supporting
Community Forestry and Social Forestry.

Lack of the right to access resources

Indigenous Peoples are not recognized.

Insufficient policy framework for SF in Cambodia and
CSO has no more funding to support

Lacking of recognition for the role of CSOs

The situation of ethnic minority is mentioned on the new
law on forest protection — Vietnam

Village funds on SF: 1.1 Trillion IDR for SF activities —
Indonesia

Difficulty to meet social forestry target in Indonesia
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Safeguards

FPIC is manipulated by agencies/business

Support FA in conduct: CF land registration in Cambodia
Legitimacy/registration against active citizens

Profit sharing and community ownership of company
shares

Selective investments

Social forestry program is opportunity for communities
to access the forest and managed it for their income. But
the process is not easy and need collaboration with many
stakeholders

“Green water and mountains are silver and gold” which
is the saying of Chinese President, Xi Jinping becomes a
serious concern.

FPIC are to be carried out systematically.

Having not well enough survey and research

Following on community protocols

Taxation policy

Investment guidance

Capacity building on forestry governance legality
framework

CSOs involving to the safeguard policies on REDD+

program

IPs are divided

SDG have not fully implemented

CSO role is very important that is building bridge with
community and government and also with private sector.
Divided according to the politics.

Capacity of community to manage social forestry must
be increased.

Commitment of DPs, government and private sector are
necessarily important.

There has to be support for the funding.

The policies cannot be implemented due to incompetence

of the officer or the program.




Draft of CSO Forum Theory of Change
The Improved Vision of CSO Forum Jakarta 2020

“Empowered and resilient indigenous and local communities
in forest landscape in ASEAN with secured equal rights
and well-being through an institutionalized CSO platform
working towards recognition and promotion of indigenous
knowledge and local wisdom, tenure and access rights,

community economy and livelihood, international and

regional standards and safeguards, and inclusive governance

mechanisms.”

1. Community, Economy and Livelihood(CEL)

e Market to be ethical, fair, responsible, tolerant and
understanding to local producers and for the government
to have supporting policies to forest landscape products

enterprise

Outcome

o Capacities and network of community forestry enterprises,
micro-small- medium enterprises, local producers on
negotiation, strategic and value-based economic, business
development and marketing are strengthened.

e Community capacities to produce, add value, and
maintain supply and quality of products as demand and
standards are strengthened.

o Community- friendly tax or producers- friendly subsidies
in place.

e ABS and indigenous peoples knowledge and wisdom
(intellectual property rights IPR) are acknowledged,

respected, and promoted

2. Tenure and Access Rights(TAR)

e ASEAN member states formulate / amend legal
framework favoring indigenous peoples and local
communities (IPLC) and land territory resources (LTR)

in reference to International standards.

Outcome

e Capacity of CSO network and partners on the different
legal framework on IPLC — LTR to influence ASEAN
Member States is strengthened.

Outcome

Outcome

3.1

Dialogue mechanism between CSO and ASEAN Member
States to promote IPLC — LTR favorable policy / programs
established

Publication /evidence-based advocacy materials to
support favorable IPLC— LTR legal framework are
produced

nternational Regional Standards and Safeguards(IRSS)

Government and private sector adopt and practice the
International and Regional Standard including safeguards
in ASEAN country level.

Capacity of CSOs on ISS specific to UNDRIP, FPIC And
responsible investments are strengthened.

FPIC in REDD+, social forestry, and investment policies
and programs on forest landscapes are adopted.
Assessment and monitoring of application of ISS (eg.
FPIC) at the country level is conducted by CSO Forum.

4. Governance

State legislative and executive actors adapt and
execute policies conducive to effective and meaningful
community participation in the governance of forest and
natural resource in the ASEAN Region.

Representation and participation of IPLCs and CSOs
in governance bodies of social forestry in ASEAN is
increased.

Strategic, collective inputs of CSOs and IPLCs are
included and incorporated in relevant policies and
guidelines in ASEAN.
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