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Forest Policy and

'Reserved Forest= 30 %
Protected Areas= 10% _

Challenge: Majority of
priority forest areas are
largely outside of the
Forest Department
jurisdiction, and are in

contested areas
(Kachin, Shan, Tanintharyi)

Source: Forest Department of Myanmar  ~
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egnem Green Climate Fund (GCF) 4. GCF Vs Indigenous Peoples e

FoNp Green Climate Fund (GCF) Info sheet

1. Aim of the Info Sheet

1. Easy access to GCF

2. Country update to
GCF

W&~ Operational guidelines: Indigenous Peoples Policy
https:/imww.greenclimate.fund/document/operational-guidelines-indigenous-peoples-policy

5. Myanmar and GCF
Current in charge Organization a S

in Myanmar EHD

4. Independent Redress
Grievance Mechanism (IRM)

Environmental Conservation Department,
Ministry of Natural Resources and
Environmental Conservation, Myanmar.

Email : ENV.MYAN@MPTMAIL.NET.MM

 of Readines .
Local Community and Nurmbe = AClivijag (5)

TR e Indigenous Peoples Read\“ess Support Approved (Sm)
qeadiness SUPPOM Dispy. o (3.1

Government Multilateral
Policy Makers Agencies
m)

3. What is GCF?
e A fund within the framework of the United Nations Framework Convention on climate as an operation entity of 6_ Independe nt Redress Mechan]sm (| RM)

the Financial Mechanism and establish in 2010.
e Objective: to assist developing countries in adaptation and mitigation practices to counter climate change
® Headquarters (Songdo International Business District, Yeonsu-gu, Incheon, South Korea W& What is IRM? >> The independent Redress Mechanism is the accountability and
redress mechanism of the GCF. It is independent and directly report to the GCF Board
W& Who can make a request? >> NDA or FP or any agency of the State duly authorized
by own country
W& What Conditions >> Non-compliance with a policy or procedure adopted by the Board

pctors ol SR Climate Fund

National Designated
Autharity (NDA) or
Focal Point (FP)

For more information  »—»  irm@gcfund.org i
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Myanmar has adopted a National Land Use Policy in 2016 which mandates the enactment of a

comprehensive National Land Law. Once a National Land Law is passed, all other laws will have to be
harmonized with its provisions. This new law will be critical for the future of Myanmar’s indigenous
peoples, most of whom depend on land and natural resources for their livelihood.

Control over land and resources is also a key issue in the peace negotiations between the government
of Myanmar and Ethnic Armed Groups, who demand the creation of a federal system of government. If
and when a federal union becomes a reality and the federal states (the so-called ‘ethnic states’, where
most of Myanmar's indigenous peoples live) have authority over land and forests, national and state-
level policies and laws will also have to be harmonized.

There is an urgent need for Myanmar’s civil society to be prepared for advocacy and negotiations for the
recognition and protection of customary land in the new National Land Law, and in state-level laws and
policies in a future federal union.

Therefore, POINT has conducted this study, which undertook

= to critically review relevant existing laws with regards to indigenous peoples’ rights to customary
land

* to make two case studies on the impact of the implementation of two laws, i.e. the Protection of
— - e T Laperes Biodiversity and Protected Area Law and the Fallow and Vacant Management Law, on indigenous
1 _a - communities

* toreview experiences with existing laws recognizing indigenous peoples’ rights to land and resources
in Cambodia and the Philippines

+ to come up with concrete inputs to the formulation of provisions in the new National Land Law on
the recognition and protection of customary land rights of indigenous peoples
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‘The EMRIP is composed of seven independent
experts on the rights of Indigenous Peoples.
These experts are appointed by the HRC which is
to give due regard to recognized competence and

‘The purpose of the EMRIP is to provide technical
advice on the rights of indigenous peoples to
the HRC and to requesting Member States, as
indicated n the Declaration on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP). To this end, the
‘mechanism strives to achieve goals set out in the
UNDRIP, which are promotion, protection and
fulfilment of the right of Indigenous peoples
(Art.1).

£l B

in the rights of indi peogles,
experts of indigenous origin, and gender balance,
They are appointed for a period of three years
and renewable once.

‘The EMRIP provides indigenous- based expertise
to the HRC. The Expert Mechanism principally
carries out research work and studies, which are
based on information provided by all observers,
including representatives of Indigenous Peoples,
aswell as those of States. It proposes study themes
and recommendations for review and approval
by the HRC. It is therefore very important that

P
requests from EMRIP experts.

The Expert Mechanism on the

Rights of Indige

ous Peoples

(EMRIP)

Barma/ Myanmar fs one of the largest and

‘maost diverse countrles fn Southeast Asia with 2

poputation of about 54 million. The 2014 National

Census did not reveal the ethnic composition

data, thus there Is no accurate nformation

about Indigenous Peaples, partly due to lack of
it elf.

N "

Burma/Myanmar did not accept a Ind cycle
UPR recommendation fo ensure that national
legislation 1s 1n accordance with the UNDRIR
proposed by Denmarlc Under current economic
reform processes, the lands and natural resources
belonging o Indigenous Peoples have become

in the census. Estimates suggest that Indigenons
Peoples comprise around 40 percent of the
population and occupy 60 percent of the land
in the country. Indigenous Peoples are broadly
sub-grouped under the elght mamn categores
known as ‘national races’ - Kachin, Kayah, Kayin,
Chin, Mon, Bamar, Rakhine, and Shan. which
undermines their rights (o self-

targets for expl The prevalling models
of mega-development profects fuel grlevances
of Indigenous communities regarding thelr
antonomy over the use of traditional land and
have been a catalyst for escalating conflict.

and Environmental Human Rights
Defenders are criminalized, harassed or killed
for thelr work to prevent land grabbing and
negative Impacts. Health and

For example, Naga, Damu and Tavoy (Dawei)
Indigenous Peoples do not identify themselves
a5 belonging to any of those broad categortes.
Although Burma/Myanmar voted in favour of
the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples (UNDRIP) tn 2007, the 2008 Constitution
of Myanmar does not recognise the existence
of Indigenous Peoples and instead refers to the
nattonal races.

education facilities are underfunded
and understatfed in Indigenous areas. Protracted.

Hltteracy. particularly in remote Indigenous
areas. Violtions by the Barma/Myanmar army
amounting to possible war crimes and crimes
agaimst humanity against civillans in Indigenous
Peoples’ sreas continue unabated.

I A

WGIA | e

BURMA/MYANMAR UNIVERSAL

PERIODIC REVIEWADVOCACY
FACTSHEET

Under

mar’s Indigenous Women as Leaders in

What is the UNPFII?
The United Nations Permanent Forum on
Indigenous Issues (UNPFII) is the UN's central
coordinating body for matters relating to the
concerns and rights of the world's indigenous
peoples. It submits recommendations to the
Council on issues related to indigenous peoples.
It holds a two-week session each year which takes
place at the United Nations Headquarters in New
York City but it could also take place in Geneva
or any other place as decided by the forum.

United Nations Permanent Forum on
Indigenous Issues

STRONGS
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ding the Import.

ndigenous Women o Leaders |
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Climate Change Sols

Developing Climate Change Solutions

I —
The

Special Rapporteur on

B EE

tanding the Importance of Myan-

the Ri f Indig ples

(SRRIP)

What Is the United Nations Special
Rapporteur on the Rights of
Indigenous Peaples?

The Special Rapporteur on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples (SRRIP) is an independent
expert who holds a thematic mandate on the
tights of indigenous peoples. The SRRIP is
one of the three United Nations mechanisms
created for indigenous pecples. The mandate
was established in 2001 by the Commission on.
Human Rights, which was replaced by the HRC
in 2006. The SRRIP carries out the following
duties;

government programs, and constructive

states, to implement international standards

the rights of indig Ppeoples;

2. Makes recommendations and proposals

on appropriate measures to prevent and
remedy
peoples;

. Reports on the human rights situations of

indigenous peoples around the world;
4. Addresses specific cases of alleged violations
of indigenous peoples’ rights.

-

How does the SRRIP carry
out Its Mandate?

‘The Rapporteurs mandate is to report as well

as to make recommendations and proposals

on the situation of the fundamental rights
and freedom of indigenous peoples The

Rapporteur’s activities are focused on 4 main

areas (HRC Resolution 15/14 and 24/9)

1. Writing annual reports for the Human
Rights Council (occasionally for the General
Assembly) on the activities undertaken over
the past year or relevant themes related to
the promotion and defense of indigenous
peoples’ rights.

2. Receiving and replying to communications;
3. Carrying out official field visits;

The Special Rapporteur on

the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
(SRRIP)
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